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REMARKS 



This b intended as a Ml and complete respond to the Office Action dated 
November 17. 2003, having a shortened statutory pehod for response set to expire on 
February 17. 2004. Claims 27-42 are pending in the app.ioat.on. Cia,ms 30. 32 and 33 
have been amended to better defme an aspect o, the present invent. Cla^s 43 and 
44 have been added. Please reconsider me claims pending in the appheafon (or 
reasons discussed below. 

Fyaminer I nterview .... 

Applicant would like to thank the Examiner for conducting the interview on 

January 26. 2004. The arguments and amendments herein are presented ,n 
accordance v* the substance of the interview to piece the application in oonMon for 

allowance. 

Refections U " 1 " " 11 s c - * 102 

Claims 27-29 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as being anticipated by 
WO 98/22690. The Examiner states that WO 98/22690 discloses an expandable 
connection between two slotted tubulars. The Examiner further 
connection is formed by cc-ioining the tubulars via a solid sleeve connector (16) to form 
a connection region having non-ove-tapping slots, wherein the connection reg.on 
includes ends of tubulars forming the connection. 

Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. WO 98/22690 discloses a 
connection assembly having two axially separated slotted tubulars (18 and I 19) with a 
connector (16) holding them together. If the connector (16) is solid, then WO 98/22690 
does not disclose two coined slotted tubulars as required by claim 27. On the other 
hand if the connector (16) is slotted (as the specification suggests it could be), then the 
connection between the slotted tubulars (16 and 18) would necessarily result ,n 
overlapping slots in the area of the connection as illustrated in Figure 3 of the reference. 
Therefore, WO 98/22690 does not teach, show, or suggest an expandable connection 

Page 6 

241341JI 

PAGE 7/10 1 RCVD AT 112912004 6:35:41 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVMSPTO-EFXRMJI ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID: 1 DURATION (mm-ss):0M6 



Jan-29-04 06:41pm Frora-Mosar, Patterson I Sheridan LLP- T-784 P. 008/010 F-23B 

PATENT 

Atty.Okt NO. WEAT/C076.Yt 

between two slotted tubuiars, the connection formed by co-joining the tubuiars to form a 
connection region having non-overlapping slots, wherein the connection region includes 
ends of the tubuiars forming the connection, as recited in claims 27-28. Furthermore, 
WO 98/22690 does not teach, show, or suggest an expandable connection for wellbore 
tubuiars comprising a substantially cylindrical member disposed adjacent the inter, 
engaged first and second connection members, wherein the substantially cylindncal 
member and the first and second connection members form a connection region hav.ng 
non-overlapping slots, as recited in claim 29. Therefore, Applicants believe claims 27- 
29 are in condition for allowance, and respectfully request allowance of the same. 

Claims 30-40 and 42 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by WO 96/37681. The Examiner states that WO 96/37681 discloses an 
expandable connection comprising an expandable tubular having a first end and a 
second end, the first end having a first connection member. The Examiner further 
states that the expandable connection further includes a second connection member, 
the first and second connection members being inter-engageable along a first 
substantially cylindrical surface. Furthermore, the Examiner states that the second end 
is disposed adjacent a portion of the inter-engaged first and second connection 
members along a second substantially cylindrical surface (the surfaces of 35 and 39 or 
37 and 34). 

Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. WO 96/37681 generally discloses 
a connector assembly for connecting expandable slotted tubing. The connector 
assembly includes a first part having surfaces (34 and 39) that engage a second part 
having surfaces (35 and 37) to form an expandable connection. As discussed in the 
Examiner inten/iew, the surfaces (35 and 39 or 37 and 34) are frustoconical rather than 
cylindrical surfaces. Therefore, WO 96/37681 does not teach, show, or suggest an 
expandable connection for expandable tubuiars comprising an expandable tubular 
having a first end, the first end having a first connection member, a second connection 
member, the first and second connection members being inter-engageable along a first 
substantially cylindrical surface and a second tubular member disposed adjacent a 
portion of the inter-engaged first and second connection members along a second 
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substantially cylindrical surface. as recited In amended claims 30-33. 

Furthermore, WO 96/37681 does no. teach, show, or suggest an expandable 
connect for expandable tubuiars comprising a first expandable tubular having a firs 
connection member, a second expandabte tubular having a second connect™ 
rnemher. wherein the first and second connection members are Inter-engageable along 
a first substantially cylindrical surface and a third connection member disposed accent 
a portion of the inter-engaged first and second connection members along a second 
substantially cylindrical surface, as redted in claims 34^0 and 42. Therefore, A PP l,can. 
believes claims 30-40 end 42 are in condttion for allowance, and respectfully requests 
allowance of the same. 

Allowable S nhject Matter 

Claim 41 stands objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base cla.m, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. Accordingly, Applicant has rewritten cla.m 41 as 
new claim 43. Therefore. Applicant believes new claim 43 is in condition of allowance, 
and respectfully requests allowance of the same. 

New Claim 

Claim 44 has been added to better define an aspect of the present invention. 
Applicant submits that no new matter was added. Furthermore, Applicant believes that 
the references cited by the Examiner, alone or in combination, do not teach, show, or 
suggest the invention disclosed in new claim 44. Therefore, Applicant believes new 
claim 44 is in condition for allowance, and respectfully requests allowance of the same. 

CONCLUSION 

The Examiner is invited to call the Applicant to discuss the response. 

The references cited by the Examiner, alone or in combination, do not teach, 
show or suggest the invention as claimed. The secondary references made of record 
are noted. However, it is believed that the secondary references are no more pertinent 
to the Applicant's disclosure than the primary references cited in the office action. 
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Therefore, Applicant believes that a detailed discussion of the secondary references is 
not necessary'for a full and complete response to this office acton. 

Having addressed all issues set out in the office action. Applicant respectfully 
submits that the claims are in condition for allowance and respectfully request that the 
claims be allowed. 

Respectfully submitted, 



William B. Patterson 
Registration No. 34,102 
Moser, Patterson & Sheridan, L.l.P. 
3040 Post Oak Blvd. Suite 1500 
Houston, TX 77.056 
Telephone: (713)623-4844 
Facsimile: (713)623^846 
Attorney for Applicant 
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